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[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes
February 23rd, 2016
1:00p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
415NW  State Capitol Building, Madison, WI

Members in Attendance: Representative Adam Neylon (Chairman), Senator Howard Marklein (Vice Chairman) Steve Davis, Guy Wood, Jim Ring, Erich Korth, Joe Knilans, Melissa Remis, Connie Smith, Pravin Raikar
I. Call to Order:

a. Chairman Neylon calls the meeting to order.

II. Approve the minutes from the October 21st, 2015 Board Meeting:

a. Member Korth moved to adopt the proposed amendments. Member Wood seconded. Minutes adopted. 

III. Introduction of new board members: 
a. Melissa Remis of Power Systems in Onalaska was introduced. 
b. Connie Smith of Ward Brodt Music in Madison and Pravin Raikar of Lockstep Solutions in the Milwaukee area arrived shortly after the start of the meeting and were introduced as they arrived.  

IV. Follow up discussion on seasonal unemployment with representatives from Department of Workforce Development:
a. Appearing for the Department of Workforce Development were Andrew Levinson, a legislative liaison for the department, and Janelle Knutson from legal affairs. 
b. Member Davis says that as an owner of a restaurant that is seasonal in, they were caught off guard by the changes and feels the impact on smaller businesses was overlooked. Janelle Knutson said that prior to 2004 there was a 12 week waiver for season businesses. After 2004 the limit was removed, because it got to the point where in the winter 80% of people were not looking for work. That combined with the 2008 recession led to big deficits in the UI account. Janelle continued that the DWD is trying to do a better job of publicizing these changes, and that the department is monitoring what happens with the changes this winter. 
c. In response to a question about other exemptions, Janelle responded that union members have an exemption from the work search requirement.  Member Davis expressed a desire to see other qualified businesses get an exemption.  Member Knilans asked whether the exemptions for unions was a state or federal exemption to which Janelle replied that it was a state exemption. 
d. Senator Marklein noted that in his private practice he represents employers, like construction companies, that have to lay seasonal people off and then have large deficit account. Other people sometimes subsidize that and he is sensitive to how that issue affects business. 
e. In response from a question by Chairman Neylon regarding the notification process, Janelle Knutson noted that they have an extra step with the advisory board, then go through the rule drafting process and have a public hearing at the end. The public hearing is typically posted on the website. Chairman Neylon noted that there seems to be a gap between the notices posted and the information reaching the people it is supposed to get to. Member Korth agreed. Member Davis offered that he is fairly involved with local boards, including his local chamber of commerce, and he did not hear about it. 

V. Discussion of regulations for the portable toilet industry with Department of Natural Resources and follow up from industry representatives:

a. Appearing on behalf of the DNR was Adrian Stocks, permit section chief for waste water. He took many of the comments from the last session and came back to help provide some answers. The most mentioned issues at the last meeting were training for drivers, difficulty in estimating gallons pumped from a unit, lettering requirements, and electronic reporting problems.
b. Per Adrian, some solutions the DNR came up with include: streamlining a variance process that estimating the number of units served and total gallons pumped instead of the old way and providing a variance for the 2 day requirement for logs; trying to make the training a little more applicable and providing credits for some industry trade shows; not enforcing the more arbitrary placard requirements if it is the sole violation and accepting some abbreviations for words (e.g. “WI” instead of “Wisconsin”). 
c. Member Knilans asked if a variance can be rescinded to which Adrian responded “yes.” Member Ring asked about a variance for credit hours, and Adrian said that a variance isn’t possible in that case.  Member Korth asked about the DNR attending the trade shows, and Adrian replied that they do not. 
d. Appearing next was Megan Taylor from Cans to Go and Chuck Kerns from Bucky’s Portable Restrooms to speak on the industry’s perspective on this issue. Megan said that she appreciates the DNR’s willingness to help here, but a 4 page summary of variances is indicative of the exact type of regulatory overkill that is taking place. At the very least, it would be nice to have some of those options on the land application instead of having to apply for a variance. Senator Marklein commented that it would be nice if the DNR would put that on their agenda, so that the fixes come from the department. Member Knilans noted that an administrative rule is not as permanent as a statutory change. 
e. Chuck spoke about the credits issue and noted that many of the entire classes do not cover the things that he deals with in his industry because everything is geared towards septic. He noted that he hears in the industry that people want to be in compliance, but the bar is set very high in some cases and people are worried about being targeted for an audit if they express concern. Member Wood had a question about the log and billing. Megan was able to confirm that they need the log back quickly because they bill from it and get other issues from the log. 

VI. Administrative rules webpage discussion:
a. Member Knilans explained that everyone can check the webpage for new rules. You will also get notified right away through an email with a link. Let the Office of Business Development know of any issues or rules that you want to discuss at a meeting, and he will arrange for it to be on the agenda.  Member Raikar asked about a deadline, and Member Knilans said that there is no deadline but the sooner the better. Chairman Neylon noted that if the board does not get to a rule soon that there are other ways to fix it, but the sooner we know about it the better it is. Member Wood asked about the definition of small business, and Member Knilans pointed out that it is 25 employees or $25million dollars. 
VII. The Board may take action on any of the above items:
a. Chairman Neylon asked for motions. None heard. 
VIII. Chairman Neylon adjourned at 2:45 PM.
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