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Meeting Minutes for November 13th, 2013

Held at the Wisconsin State Capitol, Governor’s Conference Room

Board members in attendance: State Representative Howard Marklein (Chair), Guy Wood, Jim Ring, Erich Korth, Minoo Seifoddini, Steve Davis, Kimberly Vele

I. Call to Order
II. Approve the Minutes from October meeting: Motion to approve minutes made by member Wood, seconded by Member Vele. Motion approved unanimously.
III. Department of Safety & Professional Services (DSPS): Jeff Weigand from DSPS gave an update about the wall bracing rules. The rules are close to completion. The next steps are that the rules will be drafted by DSPS, given to the Governor’s Office, and sent to the State Legislature for approval. Joe asked Jeff to give a review of why changes were needed. Jeff responded that people I the industry complained that the regulations were not unfair, but just too hard to understand. One major change in the rules will be an embedded chart with calculations to save individuals time. Jeff emphasized that the people that will benefit from these changes are small independent contractors. Nancy asked about posting the public hearings and Jeff replied that any hearings on this issue will be on the DSPS website. Katie Paff, Program and Policy Analyst for DSPS gave a presentation on a proposed rule to exempt minor repair garages from the installation of a ventilation system. This would save many minor garages $110,000 in installation costs and an annual fee. Member Korth asked about specifying the definition of a “minor repair garage”. Jeff replied that the classification of “minor repair garage” would depend on the type of work done in the garage (lubrication, inspection, minor auto repair work) and not the physical size. Nancy asked about how DSPS would go about soliciting input. Jeff replied that DSPS is speaking with industry leaders and associations about this proposal. Chair Marklein asked about how many shops would be affected by this proposed change. Jeff replied that DSPS is currently gathering that information. Member Ring suggested to DSPS to look at the regulation in other states pertaining to this subject. The Board decided that it needed a better definition from DSPS on what constitutes a “minor repair garage.” Pending this clarification, a motion was made by Member Korth and seconded by Member Seifoddini to support the proposed rule change. Motion approved unanimously.
IV. Department of Safety & Professional Services (DSPS) and Department of Agriculture, Trade, & Consumer Protection (DATCP) Merger: Joe and Nancy spoke about the surveys that were sent out to license and permit holders from DSPS and DATCP. Of the 438,000 surveys that were sent out, 25,000 were returned with 4,000 comments. 5% of all respondents made comments. This is an 85% response rate. Many comments reflected the opinion that if the merger is necessary to save money, that is acceptable, but it should not sacrifice services or increase unnecessary bureaucracy. Many good comments given on how to improve the two departments and more recommendations for rule changes. Target date for completion of report on the survey is mid-December. Next step is to send the report to the Joint Finance Committee.
V. Regulation Review Card Examples: Joe and Nancy talked about their travels around the state and provided examples of response cards they received from small businesses. Examples included individuals with concerns about false advertisements, licensing, and new product approvals. Nancy also provided graphs showing the types of cases and workload from the Office of Business Development.
VI. Adjourn: It was decided by the Board that the members would review the proposed administrative rules and scope statements and provide any questions to Joe and Nancy ahead of January’s meeting to invite the necessary department staff to address questions. Motion to adjourn made by Member Korth, seconded by Member Wulf.
